
Erik Hazelhoff Roelfzema was born on the 3rd of
April 1917 in the Dutch East Indies and moved to
the  Netherlands in the 1930's. Erik Roelfzema
started writing in his early teens. He visited the
University of Leiden. He had written a few books
before the war, for example Rendezvous in San
Francisco. When the Soviet Union attacked
Finland he became a war correspondent. He
joined the dutch army reserve, but The
Netherlands was overrun by the germans in just 5
days so he was never deployed. Through his
studies he became involved with the dutch
underground. After a lot of the jewish staff was
dismissed, the university was closed down for
some time, because of the students and professor protests. In  February 1941 he
was publicly prostesting against the exclusion of Jewish students in his university
and he was arrested for 1 week. Once he arrived in The UK, he became involved
with a Dutch intelligence service. Their job was to establish contact with dutch
resistance groups and coordinate their activites. He was one of the people who
came up with a new way of transporting agents which was by boat. He was also
involved in evacuating people from the netherlands to the UK. He has done over 15
missions to transport agents into the netherlands. After that he got recommended
him to join the Dutch Royal Air Force. Because of his bad eye sight he hid a lens in
his hands to get through the physical exams. He quickly became one of the best
pilots in his class. His mission was to escort bombers above germany and protect
them from german fighter planes. He has done 72 missions of which 25 were above
berlin. By the end of the war, when the netherlands was freed from the germans Erik
also helped with getting Queen Wilhelmina back to the netherlands after 5 years of
exile. After the war was over, he was offered to be a permanent appointment of
adjudant but he declined the position. Shortly after that he moved to the USA and got
married and moved to hollywood where he worked as an actor and writer.  In 1956
he was appointed director of Radio Free Europe and moved to Munich.

Some of his work as a writer was Soldaat van Oranje (soldier of orange), which was
turned into a movie and a musical.

He recieved many awards, some examples of the awards he recieved are: Knight
4th class of the Military Order of William, Resistance Memorial Cross, War
Commemorative Cross,


